What’s all the Racquet?
Both lad and lady Longhorns dominated this season. The women ended theirs at the Kitty Harrison Invitational with a 28-5 sweep, after taking senior Neda Koprcina to finals at the ITA Texas Regional Championships. As UT head coach Howard Joffe put it, "I am super proud of Neda. This was an excellent tournament for her and will stand her in good stead for the more important moments that lie ahead this spring." Meanwhile, freshman Yuya Ito of the men’s team wrapped up their season on a high note by advancing to semifinals at the ITA Texas Regional Championships, before he and teammate Christian Sigsgaard won consolation matches at the USTA/ITA National Indoor Intercollegiate Championships. "We bounced back today," said UT head coach Michael Center about it. "Any time you play in this field, you know your guys will get a chance to play against some really great competition, and they responded today. Christian and Yuya came back out, played hard and got some wins today.” This season also saw a bright moment in the induction of Lucie Ludvigova Schmidhauser into the UT Athletics Women’s Hall of Honor on October 14, for her incredible tennis prowess at UT from 1993 to 1995 (including becoming the first Longhorn to win the singles draw at the ITA All-American Championships--in her first semester, no less). Summarizing her years as a Longhorn in her acceptance speech, she said, “When I arrived at Texas, I found a group of girls who were hardworking, accomplished--not just on the tennis court but in the classroom as well, and a group of coaches who were experts in their field and who pushed us every day; and the athletic department was the best in the country and the support those students were getting was the best in the country.” Looking toward the future of this great department, a new Texas Tennis Center is currently well under construction.
