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a) What are the names and basic background information about each interviewee 
 
Veronika Pacltova is 43, a faculty member at VSE working with international students, and a lifelong Czech citizen that was 15 during the Velvet Revolution. 

Petra Jalovecka is 22, a student at VSE, and a lifelong Czech citizen raised almost completely after the country’s entrance into the European Union. 

Robina Bangova is 23, the front receptionist at the VSE dorm, and immigrated to the Czech Republic from Slovakia three years ago. 


b) Were there any differences in attitudes about EU membership and/or Czech participation in the Euro?  Were the differences age or gender related?   


All three of our interviewees were female, but Veronika was nearly twice the age of Petra and Robina. Overall, both the older and younger generation approve of EU membership. However, the older generation seems more wary of it. For example, Veronika noted concerns about opening up the Czech Republic’s borders and giving up parts of its national sovereignty by joining the EU. However, both Petra and Robina noted how EU membership gives more opportunities for education and travel, which are clearly beneficial to the country at large. The difference, based on our cultural analyses, is less about the the content of agreements between the Czech Republic and the EU and more about the fact that things are changing at all. Historically, the Czech Republic has had a very bad relationship with political change; it stands to reason that older citizens who have lived through the effects of Nazi or Soviet occupation could see the encroachment of a foreign organization as a threat even if it sounds like a good deal at first (much like communism did).


c) What were the positive aspects noted about EU membership?


All interviewees noted that they approve of the doors the EU opens to Czech people. Veronika expressed a personal gratitude towards being able to reunite with family outside of Soviet control, buying what she wants without fear, and the opportunities to work abroad and use English.

Petra saw more positive aspects to membership, naming the Erasmus exchange program and travel in general within the EU as very easy ways to see the world without a lot of funds, documents, and red tape. Her education is also top notch thanks to EU standards and influence, and she feels especially lucky to have it since she is studying business. She now has the opportunity to take that knowledge and apply it to international business; something she could not do without the EU creating a network with low barriers between member states.

Robina focused on the accessibility of travel between EU countries and gaining easier access to foreign commodities. In a business perspective, she noted how EU membership allows businesses to sell and buy products easier and also lowered consumer prices. This attitude highlights discoveries we made in our economic analyses about the positive aspects of free trade agreements between nations.

d) What were the negative aspects noted about EU membership?

Petra noted how EU membership requires the Czech Republic to adopt the Euro in accordance with the Maastricht Treaty whether the country wants to or not. This will bring various disadvantages such as giving up control of the local currency (which has a long tradition and has been a part of Czech history throughout their struggles) and paying contributions to common funds to assist other countries in need rather than just their own (i.e. helping to bail out struggling economies such as Greece instead of focusing on solely the Czech economy). 

Veronika touched on cultural implications of EU membership. She feels like EU membership is subtle, and there is not much concern about it currently, but concern is likely to increase as the EU increases its influence over the country. This again relates to the history she has experienced which our younger interviewees have not. While they have only heard stories of how bad non-Czech rule over their country was, Veronika experienced it firsthand and is understandably reluctant to make a return to such a situation. While she made it clear that the EU does not seem like such a threat right now, she did display a sort of uneasy expectation that the current agreements could go as sour as Soviet ones did. In other words, the EU has the potential to remove Czech economic and (some) political sovereignty in the same way previous oppressors have.

Robina was overall neutral about EU membership and did not say much about negative influences that have not already been covered. She did however state that the policies of the EU are not specific to the Czech Republic, minimizing Veronika’s concerns about sovereignty.


e) What were the positive aspects noted about Euro participation?

Veronika was extremely against Euro participation and could not note anything positive about it. Although she could easily (if reluctantly) find positives about EU membership in general, when we asked if she wanted the Czech Republic to change from the koruna she actually shouted “no” repeatedly.

To Petra, who under the Erasmus program and EU travel abilities in general finds the Euro intuitive as its use is the same across most of Europe, the Euro is not only compulsory but mostly welcome. It allows her and the rest of her generation to branch out in learned languages, education, travel, and career opportunities. While these sectors would have increased after the Velvet Revolution regardless of Euro participation, having a single currency greatly accelerated and encouraged the general opening of doors Veronika mentioned.

Robina elaborated, and discussed how adopting the Euro will “decrease the prices of goods.” This adoption will also make international transactions between EU countries easier in general: including greater price transparency among member countries, reduced trade barriers, increased trade leading to deals for consumers, and more. This was about as technical as our discussion could get when interviewing average consumers, however.


f) What were the negative aspects noted about Euro participation?


As mentioned, Veronika was extremely vocal in her desire for the Czech Republic not to participate in the Euro. Her primary reasoning was that it would cause everything she bought to become more expensive, and she alluded to the great economic prosperity the Czech Republic has enjoyed recently under the koruna. However, a deeper reason that took a little prying to get out of her was that the koruna, meaning “crown,” was a part of Czech history that has been through everything its citizens have been. Losing the koruna to a supranational organization that she claims is already overriding Czech sovereignty seemed, to her, too similar to all the tradition-breaking policies forced on Czechs throughout their various military occupations.

Petra also noted some disadvantages to switching to the Euro, acknowledging that in addition to some struggles it has in the global market that the koruna does not, using Euros means not just giving up the Czech Republic’s own currency but using it to pay “contributions to the common funds.” In other words, adopting the Euro could be as bad a move as it once was for Britain, and no matter what the Czech Republic would then be roped into helping bail out other EU members instead of focusing solely on their own economic needs.

Robina agreed that many Czech people are against Euro participation because the koruna has cultural significance. The koruna itself is designed with historical figures and symbols that represent the history and the cultural identity of the Czech people. For example, the lion on the back of the 20 koruna coin is one of the state symbols of the Czech Republic and represents sovereignty and power. Therefore, giving it up is both a very symbolic and legitimate sacrifice of Czech sovereignty and strength.


g) What were impressions about changes in the Czech Republic since joining the EU?

Overall, attitudes toward Czech membership in the EU were positive since citizens experience more economic prosperity and opportunities as part of the organization. As a result of EU membership, the younger generation has increased resources like travel and higher education. This has a positive impact on them because they have less of an anti-immigration stance (which could be the solution to the economy’s current developing crisis of massively low unemployment causing unnaturally high wages) and are more receptive to globalization, which tends to benefit all involved parties. In contrast, the older generation still seems skeptical of the EU because of their suffering and experiences under communist rule, another example of a foreign body imposing its will on their country.

For both older and younger generations, resistance still exists towards further integration into the EU, especially regarding the topic of adopting the Euro. This resistance is a sign of their fear of losing national sovereignty and cultural identity, and is unrelated to appreciation of current benefits of membership. 

h) What other notable opinions about the EU or the Euro did you learn?


Surprisingly, EU membership has both economic and cultural implications to the Czech Republic. It was shocking to learn how tied the Czech people are to the koruna. The koruna permeates every aspect of the average Czech person’s life and we agree that this is an understandable concern for the people. As US citizens reflecting on the EU prior to coming to the Czech Republic, we originally thought that the EU was a smooth-operating and powerful giant in the political and economical atmosphere. We are now aware that there are a lot of internal issues with EU operations and growing tensions between member countries in regards to the use of the Euro, EU membership requirements, and the loss of monetary sovereignty tied to adopting the Euro.

EXTRA QUESTION:
What reaction did your interviewees have to the use of Czechia  vs. Czech Republic?  Did they explain their preference?  If so, was there any cultural or historical factors that you think might account for their attitude? 
[bookmark: _j1spaj2dk0dv]
[bookmark: _btg8na9iddcj]We were only able to ask Robina about this question. She stated how most people do not even know about changing the official name to “Czechia” or if they know about it, they prefer “the Czech Republic.” We believe Czech people are oblivious of the name change because the Czech government did not ask for the popular opinion and changed the name on its own accord. For those who are aware, refusing to use the new name could be a sign of rebellion against unasked for change (once again a symbol of the negative influence political change has had on Czech history). 
[bookmark: _cdbypzcnxau2]
[bookmark: _eshke3rvbj7j]Informal interviews during daily life in the Czech Republic have shown a dismissive attitude toward the change; not that it was irrelevant, but that it was unsubstantiated. This could be a result of the same attitudes seen toward strong ties to the koruna, disapproval of ineffectual policy changes, or both. On a speculative note, this perception could also be a result of the strong ties to Slovakia that still exist; Czechs on multiple occasions have mentioned to us that traveling there does not actually feel like international travel, but rather a second home among brothers. Either way, we do not see the name catching fire anytime soon, even among the younger generations.
